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Alliance of Champions expands membership and showcases national
progress on Food and Agriculture Day at COP30

19 November 2025, Belém: On Food and Agriculture Day at COP30, the Alliance of Champions for
Food Systems Transformation (ACF) announced three new members - Colombia, Vietham and Italy
- and reported on progress made by its founding countries two years on from launch, alongside
releasing a Ministerial Statement on finance for food systems transformation.

Co-chaired by Brazil, Norway and Sierra Leone, alongside founding members Cambodia and
Rwanda, the Alliance continues to grow as a global coalition of governments taking ‘whole of
government’ action to transform food systems to deliver for people, nature and the climate.

Expanding global leadership on food systems transformation

The addition of Colombia, Viethnam and Italy strengthens ACF’s global reach and underscores a
growing recognition among governments that food systems are central to climate action, biodiversity
protection, and human wellbeing - and that by working together, they can make the transition faster
and less difficult for everyone. The eight ACF members are pioneering integrated, country-led
solutions that deliver progress across the interconnected goals of climate mitigation, resilience,
nutrition, livelihoods and equity.

Commenting on the importance of the Alliance, President of COP30 André Corréa do Lago
stated: “The Alliance of Champions for Food Systems Transformation stands at the heart of what
COP30 must achieve: turning ambition into action and food systems into climate solutions. When
countries unite around changing how we grow, eat and share food, we protect nature, support
vulnerable farmers, and build resilience for all. The ACF is the kind of collaboration this decade
demands.”

Progress snapshots: delivering action on the ground

Founding member governments also showcased concrete progress and new initiatives since COP29
through the release of a series of comprehensive Progress Frameworks, thereby fulfilling the
reporting requirement that members commit to upon joining. A related suite of Progress Snapshots
provide highlights of these and underscore the diversity and ambition of national and international
action:

e In Brazil, the launch at COP30 of three major new international initiatives: the Tropical
Forests Forever Facility (TFFF) — a global fund designed to reward tropical forest countries
for conserving, rather than clearing, their forests; the Together for the Expansion of Resilient
and Restorative Agroforestry and Agroecology (TERRA) — a plan to mainstream agroecology
and sustainable agroforestry systems through five acceleration levers: (1) Strengthening
Farmer Organisations and their networks; (2) Capacity Building and Co-innovation; (3)
Blended Finance; (4) Seeds, Bioinputs, and Technology; and (5) Value Addition and Market


https://allianceofchampions.org/
https://allianceofchampions.org/
https://allianceofchampions.org/#materials

% AC Alliance of Champions
forFood Systems Transformation
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Access; and the Resilient Agriculture Investment for Net Zero Land Degradation (RAIZ)
initiative — mobilising investment, knowledge-sharing and collaboration to restore degraded
agricultural lands worldwide. These build on Brazil's ambitious domestic agenda that places
family farmers at the centre of its food systems transformation.

e In Cambodia, the adoption of its far-reaching NDC3.0, establishing the country as a regional
frontrunner in integrating food, nature and climate goals. This includes commitments to halve
deforestation by 2030, restore 96,000 hectares of aquatic and forest ecosystems, scale
climate-smart agriculture, promote healthy diets, support forest-based livelihoods, and
reduce food loss and waste through research and innovation.

e In Norway, the government has established climate objectives through to 2035, alongside
new restrictions on processed food advertising to children, legislation to reduce food waste,
and expanded support for organic farming.

e In Rwanda, a commitment by 2028/29 to expand the area under conservation agriculture
tenfold to 10,000 hectares, increase water-efficient irrigation by 45,000 hectares, raise
agricultural growth from 2% to 6%, and achieve full food self-sufficiency.

e In Sierra Leone, the launch of a new insurance product to protect smallholder farmers
against climate-related risks, alongside the rehabilitation and development of over 24,000
hectares of farmland and irrigation systems for rice cultivation, forms part of a suite of
resilience-enhancing measures that will drive local food production and farmer prosperity.

ACF Leaders’ statements

H.E. Dr. Henry Musa Kpaka, Minister for Agriculture and Food Security, Sierra Leone, and
ACF Co-Chair, added: “Through collective action and mutual accountability, we are turning ambition
into tangible progress. We invite other governments to join us in driving the food systems agenda
from the margins to the mainstream of global climate action.”

H.E. Paulo Teixeira, Minister of Agrarian Development and Family Farming, Brazil, and ACF
Co-Chair, said: “At this critical COP hosted in the Amazon, we are proud to welcome Colombia,
Vietnam and Italy into the Alliance. Their leadership strengthens our shared resolve to transform
food systems in ways that benefit people and protect nature.”

Paul Larsen, Special Envoy and Ambassador-at-large for International Food and Climate
Initiatives, Norwegian Foreign Ministry, and ACF Co-Chair, commented: “Today’s progress
shows how diverse countries can unite around a common goal: to make food systems part of the
climate solution. With eight members now on board, ACF continues to demonstrate real delivery and
measurable outcomes.”

H.E. Martha Viviana Carvajalino Villegas, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development , Colombia,
said: “Colombia’s food system is rooted in the resilience and innovation of our rural communities:
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peasants, indigenous, and Afro-descendants. Joining the Alliance of Champions strengthens our
capacity to work with other nations and build a regenerative, inclusive, and climate-resilient food
future. This transformation requires fair access to land and resources. We hope this Alliance will
advance both goals: the democratization of land access for food production and the development of
food systems that are fair, resilient, and sustainable for people and nature”.

H.E. Le Cong Thanh, Vice Minister of Agriculture and Environment, Vietnam, added:
“Vietnam’s Ministry of Agriculture and Environment is proud to join this Alliance and to share our
experience in transforming food systems to be more sustainable, green and low-emission.
Collaboration through the ACF will help us advance innovation and finance that support both farmers
and global climate goals.”

Driving alignment across the COP30 Action Agenda

The ACF initiative sits under Activation Group #9, on ‘more resilient, adaptive and sustainable
food systems’ of the COP30 Action Agenda.
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

About the Alliance of Champions for Food Systems Transformation (ACF):
https://allianceofchampions.org/

The Alliance of Champions for Food Systems Transformation (ACF) is a coalition of vanguard
countries united by a shared ambition to transform food systems to deliver better outcomes for
people, nature and the climate. Brazil, Norway and Sierra Leone jointly co-chair the Alliance.
Cambodia and Rwanda are also founding members.
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