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Global temperatures have surpassed 1.5°C, with the poorest countries bearing the
heaviest consequences despite contributing least to the crisis. Recent climate shocks
drove dramatic food price surges, exposing how fragile food systems threaten stability.
The window for action is closing.

At COP28 in Dubai, 160 countries signed the Emirates Declaration on Sustainable Ag-
riculture, Resilient Food Systems and Climate Action, recognizing food systems as
central to addressing the most pressing challenges of our time: restoring nature, miti-
gating emissions, ensuring healthy diets, securing sustainable livelihoods and ending
poverty.

Since then, ACF countries have taken bold steps to transform their food systems:

- Sierra Leone: Mobilized over USD 1 billion in external financing commitments for
Feed Salone, its national food systems transformation program, with over a quarter
already in implementation phase.

- Brazil: Launched the third edition of its Agroecology and Organic Production Plan—
with USD1.7 billion in credit lines and investments and ensured that 40 million chil-
dren receive free school meals, with sourcing from family farmers due to rise from
30% to 45% in 2026.

« Cambodia: One of the first Asia Pacific countries to comprehensively integrate food
systems into its NDC3.0, promoting healthier and sustainable diets, home-grown
school feeding, domestic fruit and vegetable production, and post-harvest systems
to reduce food loss and waste.

« Norway: Advancing ‘Food Systems for the Future’ including through its 2025 Food
Loss Act and a new strategy for organic agriculture.

+  Rwanda: scaling up conservation agriculture ten-fold, having mobilized over
USD430 million for agriculture, irrigation, and renewable energy.

But this progress, while significant, will not be sufficient without a fundamental shift in
how finance—domestic and external, public and private—is mobilized and delivered,
agreed at the Financing for Development Conference in Sevilla this year.

International financing for agri-food systems remains insufficient. Less than 10% of
climate finance, for instance, flows to food systems, well short of the most recent es-
timates of need. The challenge is not just volume, but quality, accessibility and pre-
dictability. Developing countries face mounting debt distress and substantially higher
borrowing costs than wealthier nations. And even when finance is available, it remains
difficult to access and slow to materialize. For local actors—cooperatives, women’s as-
sociations, Indigenous communities and family farmers—barriers are higher, with just
0.8% of climate finance reaching smallholders.
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Food systems transformation involves millions of small-scale producers farming across
diverse contexts. The finance architecture needs to better reflect these realities, provid-
ing support that is more accessible, transparent, predictable and tailored.

We call on the international community to act decisively by:

1. Providing sufficient financing for food systems transformation and nutrition se-
curity, consistent with the Sevilla Commitment, on terms that support debt sustain-
ability and catalyze deployment of private capital at scale.

2. Accelerating investment in agroecological transitions, inclusive, sustainable agro-
forestry systems and low-carbon climate-resilient food system development to
increase availability and affordability of healthy diets, while restoring biodiversity,
land, and natural water resources.

3. Making climate and other finance more accessible and predictable for developing
countries—with clearer timelines and lower transaction costs—ensuring it flows to
smallholders and family farmers, women, youth and Indigenous Peoples to realize
their full potential as agents of climate adaptation and mitigation.

4. Supporting policy reforms that repurpose agricultural support, align incentives
with climate goals and enable climate-resilient, equitable practices across food val-
ue chains.

With Brazil's Presidency of COP30 in Belém—at the mouth of the Amazon—the world
has a historic opportunity to chart a new course. As high-ambition countries already
delivering results, we stand ready to work with all partners to ensure finance drives the
transformation we so urgently need.

We call on governments, financial institutions and private sector actors who share our
ambition to join us — so that finance reaches those who need it most, and every invest-
ment strengthens resilience, equity and sustainability.

The window is narrowing, but it is not yet shut. With more accessible, higher quality fi-
nance from all sources, we can still build the resilient, fair and low-carbon food systems
that our people and planet urgently need. The time to act is now.
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